BCHOOLING IN EING'S WORTHY
by Trish Bright

"The British labourer," satd a 19th—century writer, "is the
best livinmg toal in the world- But here all his kEnowledge
and intelligence end: PBeyond his field or his werkshop he
generally Enows nathing: There is no amount af ignavance ar
errar of which he is mot capable. Art, science, literature,
history and the accumulated discoveries of centuries upon
centuries are for him as if they had never been."

This was passibly nat an untruthful picture af the mental
candition of the labouring poor in the last century at a
tife when the idea of sducating the children at labourers
was to gain popularity: Employvers were fast becoming asare
that the value of the able body, great though it might be,|
was far behind that of the able mind: They alse realissd
that by imculcating Feelings of responsibility, industry and
thritft they would hopefully avoid feelings of unrest and
disatisfaction amongst the lower clazsess

It was in this sort of atmosphere that the willage school
in King*s Hoarkthy was #stablished. The education was to be
quite unlike that which the children of the gentry received
but;, as an agricultural book of the last century stated,
*&he lowest stage of a charity sducation, the mere Ffaculty
af reading, scarcely remains the same in value from year ko
year — its practical usefulness advances daily as the works
af the press became cheapsr-*

The first local school was a Mational Echool set up by the
rector; Thomas Vowler Short, in the 1830% in a flint house
an the Alresferd Read, now Enown as The O0ld BEchool Houses: It
was succeeded by a new school, opened in 185d and built
close by on land domated by Lord Merthbrook of Btratton
Park, Micheldever. This second schaool with i1ts Fflimt walls
and slate roof was to be the place where for nearly a
cenbyury the village children were Eo receive their
education.

The building, mow converted inte a private house, must



have scemed very spacious to the initial forty or so
children who started their school life there.But by 19352 the
Managers Minute Boaok records that the staff were
"handicapped by & building which of recent years has fallen
far short of standards of modern sducation”. The schaol roll
had by then risen to 100 children resulting, i1n severe
overcrowding.

The original children at the school received thear
education a%t the cast to parents of a penny a4 week, pata to
the rectar. He also oversaw the running of the school,
appointed teachers, dismissed the school for holidays and at
intervals checked the registers. Notes of his visites were
recorded In the EBchool Log by the master. One rector, FThomas
Short, appears to have been mightily displeased at this and

added a note of his own, saying?

The rector visits the school as often as 1t may appear to
him expedient to 4o so- But as he declines to come under
the supervision of the Master or to consider himself

sccountable to "Mylords" for his presence or absence

he has desired the Master to make no note of his visits
in this book.

My A. Beacham, who left the school in 923, taken with a
class 1in the 1920s. {(Courtesy Sue and Barry Jones)



The alliamce between the church and the master was,
therefaore, perhaps an uneasy ORE.

The wife af the rectar also played a Llarge part in the
iife of the school: She ran & Clothing Club to which
families could pay meney during the year for clothes made
far themselves by the childrem at school: The older girls
would go to The Rectary nearby te help with church
decorations and the rector's wife would visit the scheol teo
inspect the sewing and listen te the singing- AR
interesting mote in the School Log shows that the rector's
wife also sent medicine &4 the schaal for the childrent

Januvary Z3rd 1871. Bearlet fever in the Parish - Hrs
Bacan braught some Belladonna (Deadly Mightshade} fTor

the children to take on entering the Schoel as a prevent=
ative from infections

The log shows no record of how successful the Ereatment was!

The children were divided inte standards within two
classes at the school and in 1862 a system of payment by
results {cf. current Government thinking!'!), with an annual
Inspector*s Visit, was introduced. There was, however, no
compulsary attendance for children, which must have made the
teacheris life a difficult one. The temptation of parents
ta send children out to work €a earn a4 TewWw penceE at Busy
times in the farming year must have beemn very stromng in
househalds with low incomEs.

The Log Book shows regular absenteesism in May when the
bays helped with the hay harvest by leading the horses-
Poor weather alse led to & drop in the numbers, as did such
attractions as Hay Day: In 18&4d the teacher notedd

A tfime Hay Day: Only Z3 present in the morning; the
rest gone a garlanding.

The 1870 Educatian Sck, with its previsions for compulsory
attendance, was to change all this. Moreover, with the



added incentive of half-a-crown affered by the rectar Ta
every child who attended 400 half-days,; there was an upsurgs
i Ekhe attendance 4%t King's Workhy schaal.

The children could start schoel &t the esarly age at Tthres
and a half, usually an %trial and om the condition that they
kmew thelr letters. However, the leng Journey te schoal and
the length of the schoel day praved toa much far somes
In lﬂbﬂ, for sxample, the master writes! "Obliged to senmd C-
Hawthorn home because he was crying all morning and caused
great disordar.®

Behaol life wWwas nob without iks lighter side. There were
visltors such as the Misses Daniel; who cams to hear the
singing, Lady Watson to imspect the nesdlework and Miss
Princep, wha in 1943 gave the children a German Christmas
tree to celebrate her wedding! The Log Book also records
the Children®s Festival, held in the rector's meadow,
hal f=day holidays granted by the rector for a game of
foatball an the doawns and sarly clesing to alleaw "sliding on
the ice®s

The punishment Tecords give a more intimate picture of the
children = sucth things as skariing Mr Bennv's gardener, being
rude %o Mirs Chivers "the school nelighbpur", damaging the
rectar®s femnce and stoning his walnut tree and fairly
freguently playing in church on Sunday .

By the end of the 19th century we sge King's Worthy schaal
providimg & sound education im the “three Fs" and religion,
with sewing and cooking Ter givls, plus singing, gardening
and agriculture; with human physiology and chemistry in
addition {(probably for the boysl. Thus; although the
children finished their education in their early teens, the
foundation for a lifetime of learnting had been laid, and
with it the narrowing of the gulf between the social

classes.



