
Kings Worthy Primary School  
Year 6 Whole Class Reading Overview  
 

Theme  Genre  Author 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 

Key Text 
 

Survivors: 
Extraordinary Tales 
from the Wild and 

Beyond 

 
Survival, Human 

Strength, Bravery, 
Resilience 

Short Stories 
David Long 

 
Amazing real-life 

stories about extreme 
survival. 

 

Key Text 
 

Letters from a 
Lighthouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prejudice and 
tolerance, refugee 

experience, morality 
Historical Fiction 

Emma Carroll 
 

An excellent novel set 
in World War 2 
charting the 

experiences of two 
children evacuated 

to Devon from 
London. Powerful 

themes and strong 
characters in an 

exciting narrative. 

Key Text 
 

Sky Song  

 
Friendship, 

Belonging, Good 
vs. Evil, Self-

Discovery, The 
Power of Words 

Fantasy 
Abi Elphinstone 

 
A gripping fantasy 
adventure set in a 

frozen land. 
 

Key Text 
 

Cogheart  

 
Right and Wrong, 
Family, Good and 

Evil, Courage 
Fantasy / Science 

Fiction 
Peter Bunzl 

 
Murder, mayhem and 

mystery meet in this 
gripping Victorian 

adventure.  Steampunk 
for younger readers who 

love adventure and 
baddies you want to 

boo and hiss at. 

Key Text 
 

The Journey  

 
Refugee, war, fear, 

change 
Real-World 

Francesca Sanna 
 

A beautiful and 
powerful book, 

telling the story of a 
family forced to 

leave their home in 
search of safety. 

Key Text 
 

Holes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family, survival  
against the odds, 

crime and 
punishment  

Mystery 
Louis Sachar 

 
The award-winning 
mystery novel from 
Louis Sachar has an 
incredible sense of 

place and a cleverly 
interwoven plot.  



Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 
Key Text 

 

The Arrival 
 
 

Belonging, Migration, 
Solitude, Refugee 
Wordless Graphic 

Novel 
Shaun Tan 

 

A compelling wordless 
graphic novel that 

focuses on themes of 
belonging and 

migration. 

Key Text 
 

Rose Blanche 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WWII, perspectives, 

Holocaust 
Historical / Picture 

Ian McEwan 
 

A story from WWII told 
from the perspective of 

a German girl.  

 
- 

Key Text 
 
If 
 

Poetry 
Ruyard Kipling 

 
 

Key Text 
 

The Red Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anxiety, Mental 

Health Issues, Hope 
Fantasy / Fable 

Shaun Tan 
 

 
- 

 


