
Kings Worthy Primary School  
Year 3 Whole Class Reading Overview  
 

Theme  Genre  Author 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 Reading Journey 1 

Key Text 
 

Bug Wars 

 
Science, Animals, 

Bugs 
Factual 

Steve Parker  
 

Insects go 'head-to-
head' in this vividly 
illustrated text that 

shows amazing mini-
beasts in incredible 
detail. Features a 

wide range of 
stylistic devices worth 
exploring with pupils. 
 

Key Text 
 

The Tunnel 

 
 
Family Relationships, 
Fairy Tales, Journey 

Fantasy 
Anthony Browne  

 
A tale of sibling 

relationships with a 
thread of fairy tale 

and fantasy. 
 

Author Study Anthony 
Browne 

   
 
 

Key Text 
 

The Iron Man 

 
Conflict, Bravery, 
Sacrifice, Peace 
Science Fiction 

Ted Hughes 
 

Described as "one of 
the greatest of 

modern fairy tales", 
The Iron Man is a 
short, beautifully 
written story with 

clear themes to be 
explored. 

 

Key Text 
 

A River  

 
Journeys, 

Imagination 
Adventure 

Marc Martin 
 

A captivating 
picture book that 

shows a river journey 
from the city to the 
sea through shifting 

landscapes. 
 
 

Key Text 
 

Stig of the Dump 

 
Friendship, 

Belonging, Stone 
Age, Adventure 

Time-Slip 
Clive King 

 
The classic tale of an 

ordinary boy who 
befriends a mysterious 

'caveman' on the 
chalk downs of 

Southern England. 
Link to the time-slips in 

‘Stone Age Boy’. 

Key Text 
 

The Lost Words 

 
Nature 
Poetry 

Jackie Morris & 
Robert Macfarlane  

 
Poems based on 
words of nature 

which were removed 
from a widely used 

children’s dictionary 
as these words were 

not being used 
enough by children 
to warrant inclusion. 
Select a few poems 
to look deeper into. 



Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 Reading Journey 2 
Key Text 

 
Tuesday 

 
Unexplained Events, 

Mysteries 
Fantasy / Wordless 

Picture Book 
David Wiesner 

 
Floating toads in 

small town America! 
A brilliantly designed 

wordless narrative 
from David Wiesner. 

 

Key Text 
 

Voices in the Park 

 
Friendship and 

Difference, Loneliness, 
Family 

Narrative from 
Different Viewpoints 

Anthony Browne 
 

A classic Anthony 
Browne story told in 

four different 'voices'. 
Many rich themes to 
explore with children. 
Like many Anthony 
Browne books, this 
multi-layered text 

works well with 
different age groups. 

Key Text 
 

How to Build Robots 

 
DT, STEM, Science 

Instructional 
Louise Derrington 

 
The How to Build… 

series provides clear 
instructions that 

could be used as a 
WAGOLL for 

procedural writing. 
 
 
 
 

Key Text 
 

Flood 

 
Responses to Natural 
Disasters, The Power 

of Nature, Hope, 
Resilience, Family 
Wordless Picture 

Book 
Alvaro F Villa 

 
A beautifully 

illustrated wordless 
picture book that 
tells the story of a 

family whose home is 
nearly destroyed in a 

terrible flood. The 
story ends with a 

message of hope. 
 

 
- 
 

Key Text 
 

Billy and the Minpins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Glory of Flight, 
Confronting 

Demons 
Children’s Literature 

Roald Dahl 
 

Billy's mum says he 
must never go out 
through the garden 
gate and explore 
the dark forest 
beyond. So, one 
day, that's exactly 
what he does! 

  
 
 

Reading Journey 3 
Key Text 

 
The Ponderous Frog 

Poetry 
Tony Mitton 

 

Walking with my 
Iguana 
Poetry 

Brian Moses 
 


