Phonics is the process of learning to read and spell using specific letters or
sounds. These letters and sounds combine to create words that can be broken
down or blended together in order to read or spell them.

Within Twinkl Phonics, children will learn the correct phonics terminology. We
Glossary recommend that children are exposed to this terminology as much as possible. It may
be helpful for you to familiarise yourselves with these terms to use with your child.
. two consonants that are next to each other in a word, such as ‘st’ or ‘ft’
Adjacent consonants . . ,
(sometimes referred to as ‘consonant blends’)
={ENGIL TG building up of words from individual phonemes for reading
(BT EW stands for consonant-vowel-consonant, e.g. ‘cat’
MY/ LEW stands for consonant-vowel-consonant-consonant, e.g. ‘hand’
({0171 EW stands for consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant, e.g. ‘stop’
(o7 e{AT[.]\ (W stands for consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant-consonant, e.g. ‘stand’
(o{e{n"/eA": 1 W stands for consonant-consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant, e.g. ‘strap’

CCCVEE words stands for consonant-consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant-consonant,
e.g. strong
DITs[1:L8 when a single sound is represented by two written letters
GPC stands for ‘grapheme/phoneme correspondence’ - the relationship between
sounds and the letter or letters that represent that sound
the symbol (written letter) used to represent a sound
m an illustration that is designed to support children’s recognition of GPCs
the shortest unit of sound in a word - usually represented by a single letter
CLVESYIELITRTLIGER words that have more than one syllable, such as shampoo or children
Sl LG 'l breaking down words into individual phonemes for writing
W a string of letters that go at the end of a root word, changing or adding to its
Suffix . . PR R L
meaning. e.g. if the suffix ‘ly’ is added to ‘quick’ it becomes ‘quickly
words that are not decodable at the child’s current phonic level of

understanding. Also called ‘sight words’ because children are taught to
memorise them so they can be recognised by sight

What is phonics?

Tricky words (common
exception words)

when a single sound is represented by three written letters
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What do children learn in Level 4?

In Level 4, children are taught to read and spell words containing adjacent consonants. Adjacent
consonants are two consonants that are next to each other, such as ‘st’ or ‘ft".

The Level 4 Twinkl Phonics scheme is divided into four weeks:

CVCC words

CCVC words ‘

Adjacent consonants

Polysyllabic words

Children are initially taught adjacent consonants that appear at the end of words - these are
called CVCC words, such as ‘hand’ or ‘back’. Next, they will be taught adjacent consonants at
the beginning of words, called CCVC words, which include ‘stop’ and ‘chip’. Sometimes, adjacent
consonants can also appear in the middle of words - this is usually when the word ends with a
suffix, such as ‘ing’ or ‘er’.

Within Level 4, children are likely to come across words containing the following common
adjacent consonants:

Final Blends

st | nd|mp|nt|nk|ft|sk| It |[Ip]| If|Ilk]|pt]| xt|nch

‘ Initial Blends

tr dr gr cr br fr bl fl gl pl cl sl

sp st tw pr sk
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Blending and Segmenting

In Level 4, children will combine the Level 2 and Level 3 GPCs that they have learned with new
consonant blends to read and spell new words.

Although consonant blends are often taught as specific pairs, adjacent consonants are not
digraphs. They are two individual sounds that are blended together. They are often at the
beginning or end of words, such as ‘hand’ or ‘stop’. These are CVCC or CCVC words.

hand

Sometimes, three consonants can appear together, such as ‘str’ in ‘strap’. This would be a
CCCVC word. By this stage, there are many different combinations of words that children
should be able to read using the GPCs and blends that they are familiar with.

It is also important to note that the consonant or vowel in a word could be a digraph, such as
‘trash’ or ‘broom’.

Tricky Words (Common Exception Words)

Tricky words or common exception words are the words that do not fit the regular spelling
rules that have been taught, therefore children can not segment and spell them like

regular words.
Children are taught to recognise and spell tricky words by sight (to memorise them) and ‘
to point out the tricky part of the word.
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How can you help support your child at home?

To support your child at home, you can practise reading and spelling words with Level 4
adjacent consonants by:

Practise reading and spelling Level 4 tricky words - hide the words on
flashcards and make your own treasure hunt for children to find and read
the tricky words.
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